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principles for which the party stood was not as yet in thorough accord \ the party organisation and hesitated to lead what he considered, as at b a very forlorn hope. Salmon P. Chase, who next to Seward would have fc the most acceptable candidate, was passed over on account of his Free-record, which it was feared would repel old whig voters. Before the c vention met a strong movement had been started in favour of the nominal of John C. Fremont, a son-in-law of Senator Benton of Missouri, who '. won distinction as an explorer and, after playing an active part in the conqi of California, had represented that state for a few months in the United Stt senate. The fact that he had already been nominated by the seceding Kn Nothings was urged in his behalf. With Seward and Chase practically eli nated, his nomination was now easily accomplished. William L. Daytor New Jersey was named for vice-president. In a brief but emphatic platfc the party declared that it denied " the authority of congress, of a territo legislature, of any individual or association of individuals to give legal ex ence to slavery in any territory of the United States, while the present c stitution shall be maintained/7 The administration policy in Kansas^ denounced and the demand made that the territory be immediately admit as a free state. The Ostend Manifesto embodying "the highwayman's j that might makes right/7 was characterised as a shame and dishonour American diplomacy. A transcontinental railroad and river and hnrb improvements were urged.
The last convention to meet was that of the remnants of the old w party, which assembled at Baltimore, September 17th, and endorsed nominations of Fillmore and Donclson. Stanwood* declares that the cam which followed was an extraordinary one. It was, however, flluggish enougl the South, where Buchanan and Fillmore were the only candidates; the Ion having the support of all slave-holders and of all persons of allied intere That implies virtually a solid South; feu the system of slavery was so in woven with all interests in this portion of the union, that there, could he opportunity for open opposition. In the .North, however, the, republic conducted a campaign which rivalled the campaign of 1840 in entlmsiu but which had a deeper-seated motive, and hence a more nimicro and last impetus. Never, indeed, in the entire history of the Union had there been s a stirring of the hearts of the masses. The tumultuous enthusiasm that sei to foreigners to be one of the characteristics of the American people, was gi free vent. Immense public meetings were held, and the Hl/ump-speal practised their arts with probably more than wonted conviction. Neverl less, the enthusiasts were destined to disappointment, for the election the autumn went against them. In Vermont, to be sure, the republic polled more than three-quarters of the votes, and in Maine the same party a majority of almost eighteen thousand. The October election in Ohio also <j a majority; on the other hand, the returns were unfavourable in Indiana Pennsylvania. The republicans got such satisfaction as they could out of claim that the Quakers had failed to vote; but this at best was cold coiuforl
Buchanan and Breckinridge received 174 electoral votes, as against 1.14 Fr&nont and 8 (Delaware) for Fillmore. But although defeated the i prising strength shown by the republicans with an acknowledgcdly \v candidate was startling, and boded ill for continued democratic succ when once the movement was full grown. Fremont's popular vote 1,341,264, while Buchanan's was only 1,838,169 and Fillmore's 874,; But from a sectional point of view the result was most significant, for republicans carried every Northern state but New Jersey^ Pcmsylvald the pro-slavery men in Kansas wanted, and before another month had passed theyes Gadsden, the American minister to Mexico who negotiated the settlement, was scarcely fit for cultivation. But at the North the acquisition was generally accepted as an indication of the steadily growing forceiness trip, he was there kidnapped and carried on
